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Mr. Ney Elias’s note on Tibet.

K. W. No. 1.

Demi-ovricial ¥roM NEY EvLias, EsQ., PouiticAL AGeNT (oN rurLOUGH) (To Mr. CuNiNGuan),
DATED THE 51H MarcH 1887,

Submits, with remarks, a note on Tibet.

May be submitted 1n print.
A D. M.—1Ist dprel 1887.
J. R.—1s¢ April 1867.

Yos, early.
2nd 4pril 1887. G.S8. F.

Perhaps Under-8ecretary would like to see the proof put up.
J. R.—-14t% 4pril 1857.

I have examined the proof. Now strile off.
8k dpril 1867 . G. 8. F,

P:inted and submitted for orders.
A D. M.——26th April 1587.
J. R.—26th April 1857.

Sueretary may like to see.
2rth April 1887, G. 8. b,

Thank Mr. Elias’ demi-officially.

The note should go to Private Secretary for information. Mr, Ney Elias has knowledee
and brains. °

268th April 1887. H. M. D.

Draft demi-official to Mr. Elias put up for approval. A copy of the note has been sent
with £ecretary’s compliments to Private Secretary to the Governor-General for information.

J. R.—28tk April 1887.

Issue. _
20tk Aprsl 1857. G.S. F.

(Dumisofficial to Ney Elias, Esq., dated {he 2ud May 1887.)
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I understand that no further actisn is to be taken on this.
J. Ro—dth May 1857.

SECRETARY.

No. But tae office will take care that it is put up in connection with any question to
which it refers.

4th May 1867. G.S F

5tk May 1887 . H. M. D,

I propose to record * Secret’ omly Mr. Elias’ note; his covering demi-official and our
acknowledgment being made K.-W.’s of the file. -

J. R.—5th May 1867.

6tk May 1857. G, S. F.

K. W. No. 2.

[DEMI-OFFICIALS.)
Dated Oriental Club, Hanover Square W, 5th March 1887.
From—NEx ELns, Esg.,
To—W. J. CuningRAM, Esq.

So much has been said in the newspapers and elsewhere about reviving the Tibet cxpe-
dition that I am tempted to offer the Iforeign Office some rewarks on the subject. If thay
are {not required !they can be dropped into the waste paper basket that yawas at your side. 1
do not know, in the least, whether the Government of India lhave any idea of reviving the

Mission or of despatching a new one, and I only take the liberty of sending the enclosed note
in case anything should be contemplated.

A conservative M. P. told me, the other day, that he intended to move some proposal an
the subject, and as I know a good deal of misapprehension exists regarding Tibetan affairs,
both at home and in India, I believe 1 have some excuse for troubling the Foreign Office with
my views. They may be altogether wrong, but they can never lead to so undesirable a result
as the late Mission. I have gathered them chiefly from enquiries made about Tibet in days
when I was foolish enough to have a craze to go there, and from watching Tibetan affairs
during six years at Ladakh.

I address this to you because I kelieve Durand is away on the frontier.

Since writing the note I bave seen Mr. R. S. Ctundry’s article on Tibet in the “ National
Review ” for this month. It is a fairly interesting article, but there is nothing in it to make
me alter anything I have said. Gundry is a studznt of the subject, but has no practical or
special knowledge of it. He was once Editor of a newspaper at Shanghai.

N. E.

Dated Simla, 2nd May 1587.
From—G. S. Forses, Eeq.,
To—NEeY Er1as, Esq.

Durand desires me to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to Cuningham’s address
dated the 5th March last, and to thank you for your very interesting and useful note on Tibet

[DeMI-0FFICIAL.]
Dated Viceregal Lodge, Simla, the 14th May 1887.
From—S1z DonaLp MacrENzZIE WALLACE, K.C.L.LE,
To—H. M. Duranp, Esq., C.8.1.

His Excellency has instructed me to send home to Godly and Ma__itland
privately the note on Tibet by Ney Elias forwarded to Cuningham on 5th
March.  Please let me have the two copies required.



Daui-orricial (To SeorerarY) FRou Sik DoNarp Mackeszie Wavrrace, K.C.LE., Prrvata
SecRETARY TO TER VICEROY, DATED THE 14TH May 1887,

Asks for two copies of Mr. Ney Elias’s note on Tibet.

Two copies put up.
A. D, M.—14th May 1887.
. Put in cover addressed to the Private Secretary to the Viceroy, with Mr. Durand’s
compliments.
14th May 1887. G. 8. P
Done.
A. D. M.—14th May 1887.
Secretary to see.
14th May 1887. G. 8. F,
Thanks.
14th May 1887. H. M, D.

=




K. W. No. 1—(Continued).

Please send to Sir Edward Bradford, by this mail,

9
Secret B, May 1887, No. 119. six copies of this paper,* with my compliments.

Also, afterwards, send cne, under a demi-official, confidentially, to Sir John Walsham.,
15th July 1887. H. M. D.

Draft demi-official letter to Sir Edward Bradford for approval.
J. R.—15th July 1887.

+ Received back. I have takent out the recorded copy in order
J. R.—16th July 1887. to read the note.
15th July 1887. Ww.J. C

(Coufidential demi-official letter (from Under-Secretary) to Colonel Sir Edward Bradford, K.C.S.I., dated the 15th
July 1887.)

Draft demi-official letter to Sir John Walsham for approval.

J. R.—16th July 1887,
SECRETARY.

18th July 1887, G. 8. F.
_ SECRETARY. .

18th July 1887. Ww.J C

20th July 1887. H. M. D.

(Confidential demi-officiul letter (irom Sécretary) to His Excellency Sir John Walsham, Bart., dated the 21st
July 1887.)

This demi-official correspondence may be printed, and added on to the K. W. of Seeret-E.,
May 1887, No. 119.

J. R.—220d July 1887.

23rd July 1887. G. 8. F.

K. W, No. 2—(Continued).
(DeMI-OFFICIALS.)

Dated Simla, the 15th July 1887 (Confidential).

From—W. J. Cuninenam, Esq., Under-Secretary to the Government of Inlia,
Foreign Department,

To—Corover Sie Epwarp Braovorp, K.C.S.I., Secretary, Political and Secret
Department, India Office, London.

Durand desires me to send you, with his compliments, six copies of the
enclosed note on Tibet, by Ney Elias. '

Dated Simla, the 21st July 1887 (Confidential).

From—H. M. Duranp, Esq., C.S.1., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign
Department,

To—His ExceLrency Sir Joun Watsaau, Bart., Her Britanuic Majesty’s Envoy—
Extraordinary and Minister—Plenipotentiary at the Court of China, Pekin.

I am desired by Lord Dufferin to send, for Your Excellency’s information,
. ; the enclosed copy of a note* on Tibet, by
Dated the 5th March -857. Mr. Ney Elias, of the Indian Political

Department.
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v / ia TIGET.
I'e = proaching Tibetan questions the chief fallacies entertained of lite
iRy G sl 10 bauve been: (1) the assuraption that the region we call by the
aae of iibet” forms part of the Chinese cinpire—-or, at ali ev ents, that the
L --3m':-u sorerninent at Pekirg bas supreme power overit ; and (2) that « Tihet”
i3 ominteeral State. Itis not dileult to trace the origin of these wmisconccp-
Hoe s, 111-_, jormer has been horrowed, in the first instance, irom Furopean
vroiters o Clina, who have derived their information from Chinese histories
& il irem tue writings of Amict, Demailla and other Jesuit missiorarics who, in
the last eentary, reccrded the results of the Tibetan wars betwecn tl:o C]:mcse
anc the }Lﬂrliak's. At that time an epergetic Emperor (Kienlung) had the habit
c:' ,n.l :dishing hisown memoirs, from tie to time, on all cub]ecis of importance
in iis State, and the missionary historians fell into the error (as subscguent
(':ents Love proved) of accepting literally all the complacent statemzents of a
self-zotisie], because successful, Emperor. Thus they assumed that the policy
u]-"‘n Liealung laid down on paper, was the one which would neces"mlv
reriein ir {ovee, :md modern writers, foilowing in their footsteps, Lave arrived at
tie belia) that the arreugements aade neariy a century and a half ago, for the
corziaion of China over Tibet are those now iu practical operation. It will
(& wwn h,lov' bow the correctness o this view las heen impugned lw the
("lu nese themnselves in qlute recent runo;, and hew they virtually disclaim
thic sapromnney in Tibet for which Eurepenns give them eredit.  Another reason
for peoaple in India holding the opmlon ]nt China gives the law in Tibet is
t}..ut whe zver Bnglish travellers have heen prev ented from entering Tibet from
the ecutl. ot west—from the Indizn side—the czcuse given by {he Tihetans
who stop tiem is tbat their owrn action is in obedience to Chinese orders. Yet
ou the east and north—the sides of China and Mongolia—travellers who attempt
1o enter are also stopped, but seeing that they come {rom Clinese territory, the
obviousiy Iitile excuse of Chirese onstruction is replaced Dy some ot ‘Fer or

(ns in the coses of some trave! Here) Ly & simple threat 01 .1tt(1cL if the ,x_mld
mgist on wrossing the frontier. st nmt BEEEE




Cmatm ety

3. As regards the second misconception alluded to above, it will hie
necessary to point out, as briefly as possible, how the region we know as
“Tibet,” or * Chinese Tibet,” is in reality a region which is not all urnder one
Government. A native name for the whole of the highland region inhabited
by the Tibetan races probably does not exist. The people call themselves Bot
or Bod, and usually employ the same word when speaking of their country—
whichever division of it matters not—with reference, or in contradistinction,
to any other country. In this way the word Bof would be used in exactly the
same sense as a Musulman of Turkistan, Khokand, &c., would use the wore. Islar,
when speaking of his country in reference to Russia, China, &c. The wad
““Tibet ”” is Turki and is unknown to the inhabitants of the regions to which

® Mr. Baber suggests the possibility of deriving it it 13 .applied_'* It is the name gi"v'en by
;r::nlczl;e Libetsn words Ty Peu (pronouncod as in Turki-speaking people of Central Asia
of the word Bl in the Kst, and Peu, hetells us, 00 811 the country we mark Tibet on our
means “ high” or : upper :i—lt;h;'l “Upper Bot.” maps, and also to Ladak, Baltistan and

i derivation is extremely doubtful. several States tothe north and east of Lassa,
which in maps are excluded from *‘ Tibe:,” and are placed within the froctiers
of the Chinese provinces of Bzechuan and Kansu. Yet these north-easterly
States are, in fact, a8 Mr. Colbourne Baber (the best authority on these ragions)
has often pointed out, Tibstan or Botf in population and in local govern-
ment. In short, *“‘libet,” as Central
Asiatics and, through them, Europeans,
understand the expression, may be said to extend from Baltistan (inclusive)
in the west, to far within the political frontiers of the Chinese provinces of Szech-
uan and Kansu on the east say to Sitang and the upper waters of the Min river.
The southern limit may be snid roughly to include Lahoul and some parts of
Kamaon, as well as native Sikim, Botan, &c., while the northerr limit
would coincide with the drop from the highlands to the plains ¢f Yastern
Turkistan—that is, along the line of mountains usually marked on jpopular
maps ¢ Kuenlun.” But the whole of this huge region is not one State, whether
called by the name of ‘‘ Tibet” or by any other. It would be beyoud the scope
of this note to detail all the political divisions it includes. The Government of
India has endeavoured to open intercourse with Lassa, and my object is to show
why that part of Tibet, or Bot-land, is inaccessible, while olher parts are accessi-
ble : in other words, that the territory governed by the Lama heirarchy at Lass:.
stands on quite a different footing to all the other divisions.

3. In speaking and writing of Tibet, the Chinese use the name S§:isang.
and consider that the country so named is composed of two provinces called
respectively 7#ei (or U) and. Zsang, though they occasionally add a thirc
which they call Khdim. Recent explorations have shown that these provinces
form only a small portion of what we know as Tibet, but they censtitute
precisely that portion which is governed from Lassa. Thus, when the Chinese
Government treat with our Minister of Peking regarding Sifsang, it may be
taken to mean Lassa territory, and all the recent utterances of the I'sungh

t Locally, also Sifam.

‘ Yamen respecting the independence of Sitsang, may also be applied to that ter-

i ritory exclusively. It may bs said, rough’y, that Sitsang or Lassa-governed 1i-
~ bet extends from Biting, on the east, to Ladak on the west,and from the
- frontiers of Nipal, Botan, &c., on the south to about Latitude 32° on the north and

north-east of Lassa, and to about Latitude 84° on the north-west of i, till the lat-
ter parallel cuts the Ladak frontier. This last, northerly. limit is o mere approz-
imation, which has only been practically tested at cne point, ziz., by Prejevalsky,
who found the frontier of the Lassa State near the southern foot of the
Tingld mountains, in about Latitude 82° on the Ladak (rontier, it is fairly well
known tbat all to the north and north.east of Noh on the Fingong lake
(about Latitude 33i°) is beyond the range of adwministration from Lassa.
Thus, if Prejevalski’s limit be prolonged westward, and with a norther-
ly curve, the parallels of 32°—34°, as ahove, will roughly indicate the north-
ern border of Lassa-Tibet. All to the norfh of this curved line, and between it aud
the plains of eastern Turkistan is called Cidngidn, and its accessibility has been
proved by both: Prejevalski and Carey. Allthe permanently inhabiled, the
cultivated, and comparatively low-lying regions will then he found to fall within
the Lassa State. Mr. Baber tells us: ¢ the State of which that city (Lassa)is

&






lesigned to placs the Governmen: of that country entirely under the contru:
® Properly thers aro two Ambans, thwwech ot tre  Of Cniina.  Among these the apnoinument

lsungli Yamen, apparcatly cuc oulyis recegnised ' an ' -
inder the designation of Kinrkar or Kovey Residens. of a Resident or dmban Loy ]"\l] Pps he

The word Ambas is Turki aul ioesns simply an evar\led as of gre: (1 1mpmt acce—-not on
" ofticer.” account of the power be Lowds on hehalf
»f his Government, but chieﬂy because his appointient is one side of 2 reci-
procal agreement under which Lassa sends certain Lamas to raside at 1"e1\m'r
nommallv to worship for the Impmal family, but who are perhups actually
zarded as hostages for their master's loyalty. That this exchanze of ve {Tesel-
tatlves is l()ok(.d upen as importans there can b little qnestion. hur as 0 matter
of fact the Ambans have no contx ol over the government of 'i'ivet, aud exeri
no authority except in such matiers of cfiicial ceremony and rites of religion as
concern the reigning family at Peking, communication with Nipal and vertain
Mongolian trlbes tribute from INipal and elsewhere to China, correshondenes
with Peking, &e., &e.  Their influence, such as it is, is supported by about tvo
hundred Chlnese soldiers (chiefly Musuimans) from the ncwhhouruw province
of Szechuan: with the internal government of the country and—whas concerns
us mainly—with foreign and trontier affairs they have notlmw {0 do, exept in
the cases mentioned above. Still {hey resido at Lassa as represeatatives of the
Emperor and, {rom time to time, w rite memorials and des patches on the afluirs
of Tibet, in a style which gives the reader the impressiou that they are
masters of the situation. These documents are pubhshcd in thc Peking
Gazetle,and are models of that * incredibie brag' which a former Voreirn
Secretary (the late Nr. Wyllic), when “ntlnﬂ' on Central Asizu ailnirs,
regarded as the chiof power employed by Chinesc Governments of piern Hpws
for keeping up a shew of supremacy over outiving States.

6. Apart from the mere statements of the Chineze ministers 1 ationed
in parag 'ﬂl)h d alove, il muy be nseful to give a few instanres 10 3 ow the
shadowy nature of Clinese power in Lossa, and the real, praciical ndepend.
ence of the Lassa Government. Thus, in 1242, when the invesion ¢i Ladak
by the Degras (i.e., the Kashmiris) had been c'»mpleted, and their army had
retired frons an unsuccesstul aftempt to annex the Lassa provivess of Churnnen
and Gartok, it becarne necessary to draw up a treaty regulating the bouadary,
1he trade, &c., between Kashmir and Lass: l-;(,W't'Ln(td tereitovies,  The represen-
tatives of the two States met at Leh, and aniong the'Tibetan pasty tlure was o
Chinese oflicia! (though one Kalon Shata, a Tibetan, pretended to lave <cme

t Nearly oll native officials in Tibot, Turkistan, ClINESE T2 nk-i-) The arreemen coneinad-
Bongolis, &c., have some nominal Chinese ran's, ed (1 Dy h So Uftﬂlt er 1 ,_1 ) was writson i
the Persian and Tibetan languages enly, and the pr ceamble contaiied nc svthority
for the Tibetan representatives to treat on the part of the Chinese Government.

< For tho Torsian test- cf the freaty, ere tho L NE€ trenty, in fact, is berween Taashonir
@ulab Namah by Diwan Kirpa Ram of Kashuir. and Lassa.l  Seccudly, when ilee Russian
it o Y Kechais Ducbes somd wo aoun  €Splorer Yrejevalski attempted o visit
produce & copy- Lassa in 1578, he was provided with a
Cliinese passport, obtained for him by the Liussian minister at Teking.  After

§ At the foot of the Tangls mountsins, ss passm‘“ through Changivn, end onarriving
meatiozed in paragraph 3 above. at the frontlcr settleinent of iassa,§ kb
was stopped by the Lassa authorities, who ignored the Emperor’s pass, aud com-
pelled the explorer to return towards Mongolia. This was not the act nf
iznorant or irresponsible border oficials, for i’rmex alski remained loae enouzr
at the frontier post to communicate with Las=a and claim the recognition of h]\
pass. His appeal was to no purpose, however; the Lassa Governuwens blu ntly
refused to admit him with or without a pass fron the Emperor. and the Chines:
Ambans appear to have had no voice in the matter. Thirdly, we have tihe sepa rate
article of the Chefoo convention of 1876, alrcady allw ded to.  Tn this docurient
the Chinese Government Ly no means undertake to pass a British explors oy party
into Tibet. They undertak- only to do their best towards that objeet, and *“Laving
““ due regard to the circumstances will, when the time arrives, issue 1he necessary
* passperts, end will address letters to the hich 1\1ovmcml authorities || :m»l to

i That is, to t'wz suthoritics of the provinces of “the TCQIU ntinTibet.” 'Thevalue ofa ny
Bzechuan and Kauso. such passjotls may be ]11\1~"d from r.je-
valski’s experience, but, if reference is made to the pourparices which resulted



in the conclusion of the article qunted, it will be seen that the Chinese disclaim-
ed their ability to pass a British party into Tibet agniast the will of the Lama
Governweut, and that the words ** Laving due regard {0 eivcumstances” were in-
serted in order that the Chinese might b held blameless if the mission should
be stopped or molested by the Tibetans. In short the Clinese would do their
best to assist the Viceroy of India in sending a mission to a country which did
not belong to them, by addressing their provincial officials nearest the frontier
and their Resident atv the Capital, and by giving the passes asked for; but
should * civcumnstances "’ be against the mission, the Chinese must not be
held responsible.

7. Further, I do not know any case of a European traveller from the side
of China or Mongolia, or. from British India or Ladak having been prevented
from entering Lassa territory by Chinese officials. On the Chinese frontier the
obstruction has, I believe in every case, come directly from Tibetans, and
though Chinese instigation has been suspected, I am not aware that any good
grounds exist for the suspicion. From India and Ladak, travellers and .
sportsmen (usually officers on leave) are continually arriving at points on the
frontier of Lassa I'ibet, where they are turned back by petty local olficials, who
frequently deceive the victims of their obstructiveness by quoting orders

¢ To Burapeans, on these oocations, they ate the which they pretend to have received from
=ord Chin for Cbil;a, because they know that to be China.® Th@y are fllny Persuﬂded that
the [cdian name for China. But Chin ie alio t.he the English, like all other  barbarous”
indian (Northern Indian) name for Tibet : as Ckin- . .
o-Machin, i.c., " Tibet and Chiua ;" the Chinai, 1.e, TDations, stand in awe of the power of
! river of Thibat,” &c. Tle Tibvtan name for Chioa  (China, and they find it convenient to shift
is Qyéndk—for a Chinaman, Gyéndk.pi, &c., &c. ey o - .
the responsibility for unfriendly action
from themselves to an authority in the background. I scarcely know how
far to'regard the present Futai (or Chief Commissioner) of Chinese l'urkistan
as an authority on Tibefan questions, but he probably knows something, in
common with all well-informed Chinese officials, of the position of Tibet in
reference to China. In 1880, when the Futai was Resident at Kashgar, I asked
him how it was our officers were always stopped on the Ladak and Indian
frontiers of ¢ Sitsang " in the name of the Chinese Government. e replied
that, as far as he knew, there was no reason for it, as China had no concern in
the matter : he would consult some of his colleagues, however, and would
iet me know what the position was. The next day, accordingly, he informed
me that China had no object in keeping Europeans out of Tibet, and no
desire to do so. She had no jurisdiction over the provinces and frontiers I
had mentioned. If China wished to guard those frontiers, her own officials
would be present, and the 'lihetans would rot be relied on for the purpose.
‘“ Whoever,” he concluded, * turns your people back in the name of the
““ Emperor is telling a lie.” I must admit that I do not consider this statement
to be real evidence of the state of the case, for I am well aware that on some
other outlying borders (the Afghan border, for instance) the local native tribes
are held responsible, in the first: instance, for guarding the frontier line. It is
corroborative, however, of what I have stated above.

8. Perhaps as fair a description as can be given of the political position
of the Chinese in Lassa, would be to compare it with our own position in
Nipal, and this more especially with reference to the admission into the country
of foreign travellers. We bave a treaty with Nipal ; our Resident represents
the British Government and has certain-—very limited—treaty rights; bLut
he has no liberty of action and very little influence. Supposing the French
Foreign Office to apply to our Government for passports for a French commis-
sion to travel in Nipal, our answer would be much the same as that of the
Chinese to ourselvesin the case of the ClLefoo convention. We should have to
reply that we had no control over Nipal: the French might rejoin that they
regard us as the suzerain power. If we were specially anxious to oblige the
Freach and to break down Nipali exclusiveness, we might perhaps answer :
“ We will give your Commissioner a letter to our Resident and instruct him to do
ihe best ke can for you, but if the Durbar decline to receive your party, we
<annot be held responsible.” Tf on such slender encouragement as this—and it
3 all we have received from China—the French commission were to proceed,

0



there would he little to wonder at if the cesult were a failure, and perliaps
equally little if French writers unacquainted with the true state of relations
hetween the British Government and Nipal, were to suspect our Foreign Ollice of
bad faith.

9. Whether China, if she chose to exert herself for any interest of her
own, could compel the rulers of Lassa toadmit Europeans, is a svpnrate questicn,
and should a new expedition be contemplated it might be worth while to put
the will and the power of China to the test on this p()mt I have not seen the
documents councoeted with the Macaulay Mission, but I have understood that

application was first made to the Chinese to admit a commercial mission. and
that commerce was put forward as the chief aim the Governient of India had in
view in wishing to establish intercourse with Lassa. The expedition failed, as
1s well known, owing to opposition irom the 'fibetans, who in all likeliheod were
acting on designs of their own and without instigation from the Chinese. Bad
faith on the l)dl‘t. of China has nvot, in this instance, [ Dbelieve, been suspected,
but however this may be, the Yeking Government have since engnged to do
their best te facilitate trade between Lassa and India.  If then it is desired to
put the bond fides of the Chinese to the test and to utilise whatever influence
they may still (notwithstanding what I have said above) be thought to possess,
it seems almost obligatory on our part, in approaching the question again, to do
so from a purely commercial point of view. It is now beyond all dispute that
the Lassa authorities will not, of their own free will, admit us on any terms.
They suspect our motives as they have always done, sind the ostentatious pre-
parations made for the late mission have no doubt inteusilied their fears. o
the Tibetan mind, a civil oflicial of high rank, o stalf of surveyors, geologists, &e.,
and a wilitary escort, hardly constilute a mission of enquiry into commercial
aflairs. Lven previous to their present alarm, it is most improbable that the
Lamas would have admitied a renl commercial emissary, in the person of a dond
Side merchant appointed for the purpose; yet this would have been the lenst
significant or alarming form in which the Gov ‘ernment of India could have given
eliect to their ostensible desire of obtaining a commercial report on the countl) .
But even in this forny a mission cannet now be proposed to the Lassa Goverument
direct, with any chance of success; and I am at a loss to suggest any other
scheme under which they could be approached, with the least hope of 2 geod
result. Indeed it would be almost impossible to open direct negotiations with
them under any conditions. If, then, the Government of Indin still desire to
perscvere in opening intercourse with Lassa, it appears to me that the only
plan that offers them a remote chance of gaining their object. is to make a new
arrangement with the Peking Gov ernment. under the clause of last year’s agree-
ment which obliges China to facilitate trade betweeu India and Lassa. If I
am permitted to suggest, it might be explained to the Peking Government
that we consider the matter to be now in their hands. and that we recommend
them  to send a mission of their own to Lassa to investigate the comrcercial
capabilities of the place, and if possible to open communication with India.
[t might then be pointed out that Chinese and English ideas on such subjects
as commerce, dilfer so widely that we consider it of importance {0 have a report
fromn a competent kuropean, and, for this purpose, they might be requested
to appoint, as a member of their mission, some gentleman to be nominated
by the Government of India and entrusted to their care and protection. 'This
geutleman should, if possible, be a bond fide merchant—not an official—and
be should be particularly instructed to act his part consistently. e should
make no attempt at survey operations of any kind, and should not enquire into
matters concerning the mines or the geology of the country, and he should
not be provided with any presents to be given to the Lassa authorities in the
narmne of his Government. It is just possible that a Chinese mission confaining
even one Kuropean would be rejected by the Lamas, but it is also possible that
the Chinese Government might see some advaatage in having such a neasure
as the opening of trade with Tndia in their own hands and might, 1 that case,
fecl disposed to take more encrgetic steps tl.an if t:he) were memly asked for
assistance in passports, as on forme1 occasion They bave, as yet, shown no
jealousy, on their own part, ard judging flCD.\ their recent action in regard to
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Furopeans visiting Turkistan, Manchuric, &c., it may be assumed that the old
vxclusiveness has been broken througu at the Tsungli Yamen. Still our
(Government would have to be prepared for the pOSSlbllltV of local opposition
on the part of the Lassa Ambans, asin the case of Turkistan; and these last
will scarcely be found to lack councillors adverse to our interests in the persons
of ill-affected Kashmiri and Indian, and perhaps also Nipali, subjects, numbers
of whom reside at Lassa. At all events it appears to me that if the public
should press for a revival of the Tibet mission, the above would be the least
objectionable and least costly plan of makinga new attempt. It would, in any
case, be only an imperfect measure, and zould scarcely result in any large amount
of useful information heing gathered; bus, if successfully carried through, with-
sut obstruction from the Chinese, some advantage could scarcely fail to
ve obrained, as a first step towards establishing mtercourse and a certain
amouut of information would be gainec. Ifit should be a question whether a
small measure should be attempted or none at all, il. would seem that perhaps
the above plan might be worthy of consideration, and were it to be adopted,
as a first step, the degree of success it might meet with would form a basis on
which to consider some further measure.

10, Finally—in taking the liberly of troubling the Foreign Office with
my views unasked—I would only beg that it should be remarked that I am
not advocating a new expedition. T am only endeavouring to draw attention
to a few points regarding Tibet which I believe have been overlooked, and to
suggest what I conceive o be the only feasible plan left for obtaining access
1o Las.sa in case the Government of India should wish to persevere in their
afforts. The political value of Tibet fo India is as nearly as possible »:! ; and
what trade can be hoped for from a land of snowy mountains and barren
velleys, sparsely inhabited by one of the poorest and most backward people in
Asia, is scarcely apparent. Tibet may have attractions for the Russians as
affording a road for their intriguers to the back door of Nipal, and they perhaps
dream of the day when they may be able to send a Vitkenitch or a Stolietoff
to Katmandu. But as long as Lassz remains closed to us, it will also remain

closed to Russia, and her only lines of access to Nipal lie through Lassa
territory.

N. ELIAS,

Political Agend.
btk March 1867.
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