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SECRET IE., MAP' 1887. 

No. 119. 

Mr. Ney Eli;~s's note 011 Tibet. 

K. \v* No. l. 

Submits, with rzinorks, a note on Tibef. 

-p--- 

Maj, be suhmittzd in print. 

A. D. M.-1st April 1887. 

J. R.-1st April 1887. 

Perhaps Under-Secretary would like to see the proof put up. 

J .  R.--1424 April 18Q. 

I ha.ve examined t'be proof. Now s t d e  off. 

l8LA April 1887. 

P-inted and submitted for orders 

A .  D. M.-261h April 1587. 

J. R.-26th B p k l  18m. 

Secretary may like to see. 

2 7 t h  April 2887. 

Thank Mr. Elias' demi-officially. 
The note should go to Private Secretary for information. Mr. Ney Elias has knowledge 

zud brains. 

Draft demi-official to  Mr. Elias put up for approval. A copy of the note has been s e ~ t  
Secretary's compliments.to Private Secretary t o  the Governor-General for information. 

J. R.-281A April 1887. 

2!lth April 1557. 

[ lJ\ .~r~i-l)f i irinl  to  Nc! Eli:rs, Esq., ali1te3 Ihc ?.l111 M:ry 13Bi . l  



I understand that no further wti ,n is to be taken on this. 

J. R.-4th Maj 1887. 

No. But tne off i  will take carcl that i t  ia put up in connection with any quest11,n fo 
whioh it refers. 

4th May 1887. G. S. F. 
6th May 1887. H. M. D. 

I propose to record "Secret" only Mr. Elim:' note; his covering demi-crfficial and our 
w:knowleclgmeut being made K.-W.'s of the file. 

J.  R.-51B May 1867. 

6th M a j  1W. G. S. F. 

K. W. No. 2. 

Dated Orienbl Club, Hanover Square W. 5th Morch 1P87. 

From-Nm ELIM. Eeq.. 
To-W. J. CUNI~~GHAM, Earl. 

So much has been said in the newspapers and elsewhere about reviving the Tibet I ? X ~ P -  

dition that I am tempted to offer the li'oi.eign Office some remarks on the subject. If tllrv 
:&re ;not required jtbey can be dropped into the waste paper basket that  yawns at  your sid,:. I 
(10 not know, in the least, whether the Government of India have any idea of rev!vin,g. the 
Mission or of despatching a new one, and I only take the liberty of sending the enclosed ncbt,e 
in case anything should be contemplakd. 

A conservative M. P. told me, the other day, tbst he inteuded to rnove some proposal (111 

the subject, and as I know a good deal of misapprehellsion exists regarding Tibetan &airs, 
hoth at home and in  India, I believe 1 have some excuse for troubling the Foreign Office crith 
my views. They may be altogether mong,  but they can never lead to so undesirable a result 
as the late Mission. I have gathered them chiefly from enquiries made about Tibet in days 
when I was foolish enough to have a craze to go there, and from watching Tibetan affa~rs 
(luring six pars at Ladakh. 

I adclress this to you because I telieve Durand io away on the frontier. 

Since writing the note I bave seen Mr. R. S. QundryJs article on Tibet in the " Natiotlal 
Ibview for this month. It is a fair1.y interesting article, but there is nothing in i t  t o  !)lake 
me alter anything I have said. Gundry is a studeut of the subject, but has no practical or 
special knowledge of it. H e  was once Edilor of a nc?mspaper at Shanghai. 

Dabd Simla, 2nd May 1987. 

Prom--G. S. Foaam, Esq., 
To-NBY ELIU, Esq. 

DPrand desires me to acknowledge the  receipt of your letter to CuninghamJs address, 
cla1;ed the 5th March last, and to thank you for your very interesting and useful note on Tibet. 

Dated Viceregal Lodge, Simla, the 14th May 1887. 

From-SIE DONALD MACKENZIE WALLACE, K.C.I.E., 
To-H. M. DUEAND, Esq., C.S.I. 

His Excellency has instructed me to send home to Godly and Maitland 
privately the note on Tibet by Ney Elias forwdrded to Cuningham on 5th 
M arch. Please let me have the two copies required. 



Asks for two copies of Mr. Mey Elias's note on Tiht.  
-- 

Two copies put up, 

A. D. M.-14th May 1887. 

Put in cover addressed to the Private Secretary to the Viceroy, with Mr. Durand's 
compliments. 

14th May 1887. G. S. F. 

Done. 

A. D. M.-14th May 1887. 

Secretary to see. 

14th May 1887. 

Thanks. 

14th May 1887. 



v Secret E., May 1887, No. 119. Please send to Sir Edmsrd Bradfortl, by this mail, 
six copiea of this paper? with my con~pliments. 

Also, afterwards, eend cne, under a demi-official, confidentially, to Sir John Walsham. 

15th July 1887. H. M. D. 

h a f t  demi-official letter to Sir Edwartl Bradford for approval. 

J. R.-15th July 1887. 

t Received h k .  
J. R.-16th July 1W. 

15th July 1887. 

I have t skent  out the reoolded copy in qrder 
to  read the note. 

W. J. C. 

(Coufidential demi-official letter (from Under-Swretary) to Colonel Sir Ednard Bradford, IC.C.S.I., dated the 15th 
July 1887.) 

Draft demi-oflicial letter to Sir John WnlsLam for approval. 

J. R.-16th July 1SH7. 
S I~CRETARY. 

18th July 1887. G .  S. F. 

19th July 1SS7. 

eotil J U I ~  1387. 

(Confidential demi-officll letter (Gorn Secretary) to His Excellency Sir John Walaham, BUG., dated the 2 1st  

Jnly 1887.1 

This demi-official correspondence may b? printed, and added on to  the K. W. of Secret-E., 
May 1587, No. 119. 

J .  R.-22nd July 1887. 

ZSrd July 1887. G.  S. F. 

Dated Simla, the 15th July 1887 (Confidential). 

From-W. J. CUNINGHAM, Esq., Under-Secretary to  the Government of Inflia, 
Foreign Department, 

To-COLONEL SIU ~ E D W A R D  R ~ A D P O R D ,  K.C.S.I., Secretary, Political and Secret 
Department, ludia Office, London. 

Durand desires me to send you, with his compliments, six copies of the 
enclosed note on Tibet, by Ney Elias. 

Dated Simla, the 21s t July 1887 (Confidential). 

From-H. M. DURAND, Esq., C.S.I., Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign 
Department, 

To-HIS EXCELLENCY SIR JOHN WALSHAY, BART., Her  13ritannic Majesty's Envoy- 
Extraordinary and Minister-Plenipotentiary a t  the Court of China, Peliin. 

I am desired by Lord Duff erin to send, for Your Excellencp's information, 

Dated the 5th March 1887. 
the enclosed copy of a note* on Tibet, by 
hlr. Ney Elias, of the Indian Poli~ical 



1 r. ;:. :,;-r{jsching Tilletnc qae!:tions th?  clbi.cf in.1lacies entcr'isineil of i:La 
v~f.?r: :, 1 ,  c,:r KO II:LTC h 2 ~ n  : i i )  t l ~  i l 3 ~ 1 1 ~ ~ ~ . j O l l  tlmf fvbc ~-egion 71-e c:1!1 bx tbn, 
; 

c . . 1. ' :  
L J P  fi:r:;i:: part c!! the Chinese c~npiic--~r,  r;t ali eveols, t!iat. ibe  

i:2,,vv,L: ., . , c, - ,, .- . 1 .,- lament a t  i'c-kirg !;as s ~ J - ~ ~ ' c J I ~ c ,  ~ O I Y C ' I -  U V ( : ~  i t  ; and (2) tliat " 'fi!)e t " 
i ;  . i :  S . .  I; is n;j.L iliiZcu!t t , ~  trace i h ~  (-.,rigi:~ of these ~~isconc!.p-  
I io! s. '1110 former hn t been hc,rron-e~i, i ~ i  the first iusti~nce, Erom E~!r!jli(':in 
1, ritcrs c!t Cliina., 3Fli0 h m e  c!e?i1-ed their informcti8m from Chinese liist.:~~ies 
z 1;'. ki!m ti;c writincs of Amiot, Dernnilln and oflicr ,Tosuit missio~aric?~ who, in 
t l ! t  I :~vt  c:t!2iu~, rac.;rded the rt.i:uIts 0 2  the 'I'il~ctnn wars 'bet.\recn tl:2 C1:iaese 
ancl ibe JCiilrdikk. At. :hat tiEo an encrgc-.tic Izn~pcror ( J i i en lun~)  hnd the Iiabit - .  - . 
c:: ilril-i~r:;lnq his own memoirs, from time t o  time, on all subjects CI in~port:~nce 
i:t his :St:-~t-p,, and the missionar~ historians fell into the crrcr (as sn!)scquent 
c : -ects 11,: ;-;. proceti) of nccept.inq Iirerally all t,ho co~nl>lncent si:ltclxcnts oi a 

1 .  :c?i!'--si is :(:.l, becatcse s~ccess:'al, Lzpr?xr. T h ~ s  tllep assumed t lm  t tl?e l~ol!'c y 
~ i - l ~ ~ ~ h  i.iie:l!unp I ~ i c !  (!on-n on paper, -\\-as thc olle n.hich 170-ald n e c e s ~ ~ r i l 7  
rc-?~ !r in il- ic~rce, 31112 1l;otler:l writers, Coi lo\\-ii-lg i n  t.llc!ir footsteps, linve wri~-ell c;, 
t i.:e ?it;li:?.' that  tile arnucements r a i l d ~  11c:nri:- a (:elllury nnc'l :L I ~ l f  ago, for the 
c . . ) r : : ; . i i c l . l - .  of Chii~a nl:er 'l'ibct are tlkose n ! ) ~  iu pr;~ctitrnL opcr~ltion. I'L will. 
i..2 I . ' ~ U T I ~  kalorr. bow the col.rei.tness +.his -,-ic\:- 11::s j~ecn impu,nncd 11;! the 
(:l;! rlcsz :.i~;.)nselves in quite recc~:,t rimcu, nucl 11cv.- they viz tual!y clisclaim 
IIic :ul;r.: v.:~:?ry ii? Tibet for I\-Iiic!! IS~~:.opa::r~s give t!!c;rr credit. Anotlier rc:nson 

. . 
io - r  ~ : . e l : b f : : : !  :il IaGia l!oiiting the opjnior~ ;I\nt Chi:i:l gi-ies the lari- in TIl~ot is 
t1i:i.t ~ i ' l t t  :Leer Sn-lish 3 t;avel!ers h i - e  i~c?i?n pre;-cntel:l f ~ o m  entcricg 'I'ibz'i from 
tatif E G I ! ~ ! ~  2: vest-from the I ~ i l i ~ n  sitl;.!-the czc1:se cjren' hy ill2 'I'il~atans 
who E~&C,II  t>em is tba t  their OWL action is in o! )ed ie~~~e  to Chinese orc!crs. Yet 
cm the er!!:t a3d north-the sidss of Cl~ina and Uongolia-travellers w l~o  attempt 
10 ecter :!rz ;:!so stoyped, but swing t b n t  they coffie from Cliinese territory, the 
ch~-iousl-j- $;!tile excuse of ChirLese oi~str~~ction is rephced IJV some 0'1-c!r or 
iZq i : ~  tl<: i!;:se.s cf mnle fr&eilzrs) LT 2, rimn!e threat 2 iitt:ick-if tlleg &wld 

..,, .... ,---a.-:: -"" - . - -. ,- . . .  . . , '  
' - P ; , '  > ,  .i~~::lsL on t:-:o::zias t5e frcg:.ic!r. l;;, 



2. As regards the second miscoilception alluded to above, it. will l)? 
necessary to point out, as briefly as possible, how the region we b:non ihs 

" Tibet," or " Chinese Tibet," is in reality a region which is not all under orLe 
Government. A native name for the whole of the highland region inhabited 
by the Tibetan races probably does not exist. The people call themseltes Bot 
or Bod, and usually employ the same .word when speaking of their conntrp-- 
whichever division of i t  maliters not-with reference, or in contradistinction, 
to any other country. In this way the word Bot mould be used in exai:tlp the: 
same senso as a Jlusulman of l'urliistan, lLhokand,&.c., n~olild use the 1~u-1.. Isltrq b ,  

when speaking of hi8 couutl*y in reference to l?ussia, China, &c. The weld 
" Tibet " is Turki and is unl~nomn to the inhabitants of the regions to vhic b 

Mr. Dsbsr suggrrte the possibility of dwiring it i t  i3  al'plied.* It is name siren 
from the 'I'ibttan word8 Z'eu Pcu (pronouncod aa in Tul:lci-spOaking people of Central Asia 
French). Peu appear, to be e l ~ c a l  prcllu~~ciation 
of the word But in the Emet. ancl Psu, hatrlla un, ill1 the country n-e mark Tibet on O u r  

mean8 " h i~h ' '  or "uppcr"-thufi ''Upper BOL" maps, and also to Ladak, Ba1tist;in and 
Thir derivntlon ia extremely doubtiul. sev~:ml States tothe north and east oll Lasstt, 
which in maps are excluded from " Tibe;;," and are placed within the fl,ontiel,s 
of the Chinese provinces of Szeclluan and Kansu. Yet these north-easterly 
States are, in fact, as RIr. Colbourne Bnbctr (the best authority on these r,3gions) 
has often pointed out, Tibatan or Bott in population and in local govern- 

t Locsllj, slso Styan. 
me~l t .  In short, " 'l'ibet," as (3entra1 
Asi:it,ics ancl, through tliem, Europc:aus, 

unclerstnnd the expression, m a p  be said to ex tencl from I3alt.i~ tan (inclu.sive) 
in t11c vest, to far within the political frontiers of the Chinese provinces oE Szcch- 
uau ant1 Kansu on the east say to Sitan: and the upper waters of the BIin river. 
The southern limit may be s :~id r o u ~ h l j  to include Lahoul and some parts of 
Kamaon, as well as native Sikim, Eotan, &C., while tlle northerri limit 
would coilicicle with the drop from ths highlands to the plains of Xastenl 
Turkistan-that is, along .;he line of mountains usually marked on ropular 
maps " ICuenlun." But the whole of this huge repion is not one State, whethe]. 
called by the name of " Tibet;" or by any other. It 11-ould be bepollcl rl;e scop~: 
a£ this note to detail all the ~)olitical divisions it includes. Tlle Goverl?nlent o!' 
India has endeavoured to open intercourse xrith I,asss, and my object is tcj show 
w h y  t l ~ a t  part of Tibet, or Bot-land, is inaccessible, while oi her parts are accessi- 
hle : in other worcls, that the terrirory governed bp the Lama heirarchp at. Lassd 
atancls on quite a different footing to all the othe,r divisions. 

3. I n  speaking and w r i t i ~ g  of Tibet,, the Chinese use the name S ' ! ' t s z n ~ .  
and consider that the country so named is composecl of t v o  p1.o~iilct.s cnl l~c 
respectively TPei (or U) 2nd. 2'sang, though they occasionally a.dJ a, third 
which they call A7h6nt. Recent explorations Iiare shown that these ~)rovil~cer- 
Form only a small portion of nlint we l :no~r  as Tibet: but they ccn ;ti tul E 

precisely that portion which is governed from Lassa. Thus, vhen the Chiilesc 
f ! Government treat with our Minister of Peking regarding Sitsa~ig, it may  1)e 

taken to mean Lassa territory, 2nd all the recent utterarlces of the 'I'jung!i. 
: Yamen respecting the indel)entience of Sitsnng, nlnp also be applied t,o that ter- 
I ritory exclusively. It may bs said, roughlp, that Sitsang or Lassa-go-,:criled ' l ' i -  

bet extends from Biittiug, on the east, t,o Ladak on the ~ ~ e s t ,  and from tIbe 
I frontiers of Nipal, Botan, $C., on the sout#ll to about Latitude 32" on the nor1 h :~ntl 

nort21-e3si of Lassa, aud to abl~ut j;at.itudi? 34" on the north-\rest of it, till tLe lat- 
ter parallel cuts the Ladak frontier. This lnst, northerly. linlit is 5 mere 2pps .o~ -  
irnation, which has only been practically tested a t  oce point,, c iz . ,  by Prejc1-3.lski, 
who found the frcntier of tlie Lassa ?tate near ths  sout,he:.n foot cf t.he 
Tlinglii mountains, in about Lat,it~!cie 32' 02 the Ladak Crontier, it is fairly well 
known that all to the north and north.enst of &oh on the Y511gons la.ke 
(about Latiklxde $3.;") is b e ~ o n d  the r21lge of administration from Lassa. 
Thus, if Prejeralslii's limit be pro1ongc:d westward, and with a norther- 
ly curve, the parallels of 32"-34", as al?ove, will roughly indicate tlle ~ ~ o r t ~ h -  
ern border of Lassa-Tibet. A11 to the nor& ,of this curved line, a.nd betn-een it a r ~ d  
the plains of eastern Turkistan is called Ckciizgtdn, and its accessibilit~ has been 
poved bp both. Prejevalski and Carey. All the permanently inhabited, the 
cultivated, and comparati~elp low-lying regions will then he found to fall vithin 
the Lassa State. Nr .  Baber tells us : the State of which that city (Lassa) i s  

2 





lesigned to plnca the Got-ernn~ear of Chat country entirely uutiir lhr- .:ontrtjl - - 
Pnlprr1j there am t w o  Antbans, L'i,,l!gh r5 ! t r  of C ; l  i i l ~ .  ~111l01?3rr ~I~c's( :  f ; l lO 3i)!)Oili ~ t l l  

Tm~u~gli Yrrll~rl~, n l ~ p a r c ~ ~ t l y  et14 o:~l:; is r ~ ~ c . ~ . ~ n : , ~ . d  
1n1lc.r 1119 derlignlrtio~~ nl Z~nrAat  c,r E:II\.OJ. !1c! i11c11:. of a licsid(:ut' or d n ~ h u n *  ~4.1r.y l>i!~l;: ps Ile 
1 ' ~ ~  word A d o a  ir 'I'wki aul ravens sirulllj an regarded a 3  of gre:lt im p~rtsnco--1lot on 

I ~ficctr." accc-bunt ol  t h ~  ~ ~ o m e r  hc Iio!ds 311 behalf 
,f hi9 Government, b l ~ t  chiefly 1)e~:ause his appoiutl!l;'nt is one side or 2 reci- 
procal agrsulncnt n~idcr  ~;lli(:ll  Lassa senr!s certnin Jn~nns to resitlc :?t I'eliing 
nominally to worsliip for the In?p?rial fa~nily, Ent rvho are p ~ r l ~ i i l ~ s  n!:tu:~!I>r re- 
;arcled as hostnge.3 for their max ter's loyv;~lt,v. l'!]:; t this excl;:~n;c ol' :.-e j ~rcscil- 
tatives is looked upoo. as imporl:111; there call be: lit tle ~ ] l~e . i t i o~~ .  11l1.t ;IS :L 71l:itter 
oE fact tho Ambans hnrc no contr;)l over the goi-ert~.mr.nt of ' i ' i ~ v t ,  :III~.I exert 
no authority csccpt in such iuntt?rs of c0ici;ll cor2monr nud ritc:s of relision as 
concern the reigning family at  Tikillg. comtllunirntion m-it11 I\; illnl :l1111 ~:ei.tain 
Mongolian tribes, tril)ute from S i p 1  and else\rl~c~.e to Cllina, co~-res~\o..ld~lnc.e 
with Pel; in~, &,C., L'(:. Their itlfluence, such as it. is, is supp.)rtcd I)y nbaut t\i o 
hundred Cl1 ~nese soldiers (r~hictly Alusuimans\r ironl the nci<ill)ouring p:or inc~e 
of Szechunn : with the iuternnl govcrnme~lt oi tile country ancl-n.11a; concerns 
us mainly-with foreign and frontier aFairs t11e~: have notliit:g t o  do, c::q)t i n  
the cases lnentiolled : ~ b o ~ e .  Still Illeii residu a t  Lassa as r~p~.c~~:lt i i t i : .~:s o:E t h(: 
Elnperor and, from time to time, write u3eraorinls and clespntches on tl!e niT:~!rs 
of Tibet, i n  rz stple which gives the reader the impressiou that t,l\c~- are 
masters of the sit~iation. 1'lie:;e docurnent.~ arc published in t l , c :  .Pe?;i*!g 

1 7  Gasetle, and are models of tllnt " incredible br3g " 17-hicll a f l ~ i ' i ~ l t ~ r  1 o : . r ) i ~ ~  
Secretary (the late Mr. IVyllic!, IF hen writicg on Central A.sian ai:':i irs, 
regartled ns the chil:f power cmy!c l ! -ed  by Clrinesc Govcrume~its of ~ i 1 ; 1 ~ c r . 9  tirr!cbs 
ior 1;ccping a p  a shcm c£ sxprca-~:-!vy o\-cr outiyi~:g Statis. 

G .  Apnrt from t h e  mere s t : l t c n ? e u ; . s  of tllc CI;iilccc n:i:!i:;t,:;.s T::., . I t  j?>r:cla? 
in ~x\ragral)h 4 al-,o-cc, 11, ln:Llr ?te 1rsc:;ul to ~ i 1 ,  c :L ic\;- ill ~t:~llc.t:.; I :;I ,,!,. t i~:: 
sh:!;io:vy nntu1.e of Cl:incst!, ~ l o - ~ v c : ~  in L:IFS:L, ~ l \ i l  i lie real, I!r:\<- ; . i ~ . ~ ; t l  !c:!,,?II~! - 
ellcc of the Lssa  Govcn!mcnt. 'Thus, in 1 3  I.', n11ell ille iu\-:.,sia!ll r:i L:~:!:lii 
by tht: Dvgrns (i.e., the Iiasl~tniris) !12d I i t ?~ l l  ~~-)~-ll j~lt ' ted,  :rn! tllcir : , I . I I ~ >  i ~ : i ( ' l  

rrt.ired from an unsuccessf~ll :~tt.ern~,t, to anll.c:s t.I.1~ Lassn~~ro:- i~!c~~s oi' (.'i~i~rl~;l-.r.ri 
;in6 Garlok, it became nrcersnrg t o  drsv up n ti-cnty rr~p1:ltin; I 111: I,.I!I..I(!:I~-~, 
the tr:ldc, '%C., bet7~(:e11 ICnahnlir :trici. l,ss.s:~t.;c;vt~rnc!d tcrrltorI:.s. 1'\,(: r l \y : . c s~n-  
t ~ t ~ i v e s  of tlle trro States ~ u c t  a t  Leli, mid r,rl!ong ille'i'ii,ctsn ljyi-: i i L f . ~ n ~  s n s  I1.r 

Chinese oIlicia!. (tho-agh one I<:ilon Shnt-a? n l'il,cl :~n, p:.etcnii~!u I i, I::, co c c , ! ~ ~ . !  . , + Renr!y all native oEci:~ls in  'rilict, Ttlrki::tall, Clline~c r3n.k-1.). 'I'll(? 2i:l'c!ClliPll ;; k. clncll ! l r l -  
Hongnlia, kc., have sowe nomiu:~L Cl~i~tcse ran!:. ed ',(12;11 Sc.~,tc~nbcr IS:!) )-\-a.< \ v ~ . i t  t ,  i : ~  

7 .  the Persian and Tibotan l : ~ n ~ u a ~ c ? s  oallr, sgtl the ~)-:bc:t~-~il)le col)t:ii. 11(; :l I I 1 I ~ I  ,!.!I. ;- 

for the 'l'ibetau rcpresentatlrcs to  treat. on tl:e l; of tlic Cllil~ose C ; o r ~ ~ l : l l ! ; ? ( * i l i  . 
I l . ,  

I~o,.einn ,rantp, F:.e l , llo l l ~ e  t.1,~:~ t ~ ,  i n  fact., is 11einec:a IL:I:;II~::~C 
QeIu6 ~\-a?ra.i 117 Divan K i r p  l l n n  of l i : ~ + h ~ l ~ t r .  and Lassa. ~ e c c u c ~ ~ y ,  1, llcll . L i l t 3  1; l l s s ~ : l ~ ~  
1 m-ss n?vt,; slllc to discorcr the Tillctsn 1;1:rt :'L 

; the Kashmir c o u l ~  no o r  1 1 i  i t  . o I is! t 
produce s cops. L L ~ S S ~ ~ U  ISIS, 11~, 11-as ~ l r ~ v i ~ l l v i  n-itll 3 

Cliinese passport, obtained for him by the ltl~ssirin ln i~~is tc r  a t  l ATtcr 
5 At t!le font of the Tangle m o n l l ~ i o ~ : ,  PLLSS~US, i.11~3~1;;h ~ h ( f l ! ~ / l ' t ! 7 l ,  2 ~ 2  l I l l  l r r ; ~ j ~ l <  

m:ntioi!erl in 1r:nnpaph 3 abuve. a t  tile f l '~l! t  ~ L L P  S C ~ ~ ~ . ~ C ~ ~ L C Z . ?  0f L.:\ss~, h 
was stopped by t11o Llssa :iuthorities, who i~uorecl  tlle Xlnpcror's pass, aud c l ) n l - -  

pclled the explorer to retlrrn towarils Mongolia. This was uot tilt: ac t  of 
ignorant or irreq>oilsible l~ordcr oficials, for Prcjevals1;i rcmaii!.ed lo :~?  eenorizL 
a t  the frontier post to communi~-.ate with Laszn. and c:lui~n the reco~nit : , )n  ~f his 
pass. His ap1)cal Jvas to no plt:.pcse, hou-e~er  ; the Lassa (3o~-ci.;l1;!(,1l~ 1?1!1 :,.tl:~ 
refused to admit him wit,h or I\-itllout n pass f ro11~  t.11~ Elnl~clol... :ucl C l l i ! i c b + :  

Ambn~ls appear to  haye had no voice in thc mattcr. Tliiriliy, 11 c !~a~:e t iio sc.p:lr:! lf: 
;~rticlc of the Cliefoo ccnrention of 1876, ~lrc~cl:; a111;ilc(\ to. l 11  t11i:: I I ~ ) ~ * L ~ T . I C I ~ ~ ,  

the Chinese Goverr~rnent 1:y no means unclertaiie i~ 11:iss a 13litisi~ c:sl)lcj!.;~g - .  p?,r 
into Tibet. They undcrtnli.~ only to do tilcir best to\\-nrtls thi\t ol,jcct,;\;lci ;'i:;~vill;; 
" due regard to the circumstanc-es  rill, ;;-!len tl!c 5uic zrrivcs, issuf? i lle i:eccssnrJ- 
'' pas~q~crts, cnd will address kttcrs to  thc liicl~. yrovincial :!rllllol-Iiit:s 11 and to 

ii ~ h . t  is, to tll.l . , ,~~ , . i t i~ .  Of t ~ c  pr,,...inc.i of '' t110 ~cs:it!l,t i n  Tibet." Tlle !-sl oc of nny 
Brceh;~an aull E~uao. ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1  ]Kt.jsi:9l.l~ iU:IJ' b p  j llilgcd i'l.~.lll? i?i'.;J~- 
7-alski'o expcrirnco, buf, if rcfcrenco i s  made t~ ~ L I C  po~;rl):~rI~rs rn!,;cll rcst~ltec! 



i n  tile conclnsion of the article quoted, it will he seen thnt 1-lie Chinese clisclaim- 
*,i their ability to pass a British party into 'l'il~et ary~ir~st. the \\.ill of tlle Lama 
dovernmeut, and that the words " 1;:lving due re:.;~~.tl ro cir~umstances " were i l l -  

scrttbd in order that the Cliinese might Le held I~la~neless if the mission slrould 
t,e s~opped or molest,ed by the l'il~etails. In short the Clliirese wo111cl c10 tlleir 
best to assist the Viceroy of India in sending a mission to ,z conntry nrlric~h did 
nc,t I~elong to them, by :iddressiog their provincial ofiicials nraimest tlie frontier 
;ind their I( esicleilt at  the Cal)ital, and by giving the pilsses asked for ; but 
bhould cil*curnstances " be agaiust the mission, the Clliliese must not he 
lielll responsi bla. 

7 .  Further, I do not 1;novr any case of a European t ravel l~r  from the side 
of China or Mongolia, o r ,  from British India or L:ldnk having I~een prevented 
from entering Lassa territory by Chinese officials. On t\re C11iric:se f ront.ier tile 
obstruction has, I believe in  c.rery case, come directly from 'l'ibet:~ns, and 
though Cliinese instigation has been suspec:tetl, I am not aware tlinl; ally gond 
grounds exist for the suspicion. From India and Ladalc, travellers and 
sportsmen (osrially oficers on leave) are continrinlly arriving a t  points on t.lie 
front.ier of Lassa 'l'ibet., where I hey are turned back by petty local ollicials, \\.l10 
frequent.ly deceive t110 victims of their obstruct,i\-eness by quoting ol.ders 

TJ Eunbpean~, or1 these oocarions, they ate the 
which they pretend to have received from 

vord Chin for China, beosuse they knqw that to be China..* They are fully persuaded thn t 
(.he Icdian name for Chins. But Chin io alto the the Eng\ish, like all otllel. barbarous " 
indian (Northern Indian) name for Tibet : an Chin-  
+Mechin, i.e., " Tibet and Chiua ;" the China,,, i . e . ,  I ~ : ~ ~ o u s ,  stand in awe of the power of 
." river of Thibet," &c. TlreTibvtan name for  China china,  and they find i t  convrnient tto sllift 
ie c?4indk-for a Chiuarnnn, Gyini t -p i ,  BC.,  ltc. 

the responsibility for unfriendly action 
from tliemselves to an  aut2loritig in the background. I scarcely know how 
:Ear to regard the present F~ i t a i  (or Chief C!omrnissioner) of Clliilese 'l'urkist:~n 
as an autl~ority on Tibetan que:,tions, but lie probably knows somet,hing, in 
common wit11 all wrell-informed Chinese oE.cials, of the posit.ion of Tibet in 
reference to Cliina. I n  l8S0, ~ r f l e n  the Futai was Resident at Kzqtigar, I asked 
him how it  was our oficers were always slopped on the Ladak and Indian 
frontiers of " Sitsang " in the name of t8he Ct~iuese Go\.ernrnent,. B e  replied 
-<hat, as far as he knew, there was no reason for it, as Chins had no concern in 
She matter : he would consult some of hi!; colleii;ues, however, and would 
let me lcnow what the position was. l ' h ~  nest  day, accordingly, he informed 
me t l ~ a t  China had no object in keeping Eurol~enns out of 'l'ibet, and no 
desire to do so. She lmd no jlirisdiction over the provinces and frontiers I 
had mentioned. If Chilln wishrd to guard those frontiers, her own officials 
.would be present, and the 'lihetans woultl r.ot be relied on for the purpose. 
" Whoever," he concluded, " t ~ l r n s  your people back in the name of t l ~ e  

Emperor is telling a lie." I jnust admit t.llat I do uot consider tlris statement 
.to be real evidence of the state of the case, for I am well aware thnt on some 
other outlying borders (the Afgllnn border, :For instance) the local native tribes 
are held responsible, in the first inst,ance, for guarding the frontier line. It is 
corroborative, however, of wl1:rt I have stated al~ove. 

8. Perhaps as fair a description as car1 be given of the p~l i t~ical  position 
of the Chinese in Lassa, would be to conlpare i t  with our own position in 
Nipal, and this more especially v~i th  refercrlce tto the admission into thc country 
of foreign travellers. We have s trei1t.y with Kipal ; our Resident represents 
the British Government and has  certain--very limited-treaty rights ; Lu t 
he has no liberty of action and very little irrfluence. Supposing the French 
Foreign Office to apply to our Government for passports for a French commis- 
sion to trarel in Nipal, our ansvver would be much the sarrle as that of the 
Chinese to ol~rsel~res in the cap2 of the Chel'oo convention. W e  shollld have to 
reply that we had no control over h'ipsl: the French might rejoin that they 
regard us as  the suzerain power. If we -Arere specially anxious to oblige the 
French and to break down h-ip:ili exclusiveness, we mirht perhaps ;nsnrer : 
*; TY'e mill give your Commissioner a letter to our Resident and instruct hiin to do 
ihe best he can for ~ o u ,  bill if the Durl~ar decline to receive yolir party, W o 
cannot be held res~;onsible." If on such sl~~lderencouragement as this-and i t  
Lj  all we have received from China-the French commission were to proceed, 
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tlrcre 11-011ltl I)e little t,o ~ - o n ( l e i  a t  if the ~-c:s~rlt were a failrlre, ancl ~ , r?r l l :~~~q 
cclu;~lly lil t!c i f  lirelic*ll 11-riters urrn~qllni~rtetl \\ it11 t l ~ e  true st:rte of re l~t io l ls  
ht.t\vwri tlle 1;ritisIl Govc.r:lnlcnt anti Xipal, \\ er(! to suspect our I"ol-uig11 Ollice 
bad fait.11. 

9. Wlicllhcr Chinn, if slle cliose to  excbrt herself for an? intrrest of her 
own, corilti cou~pel  tlre rulers o f  L:I ssa t,o :lclrn i t Eusope:~ns, is a se~)nr:ltc, (lutnstic.n, 
and stiuuld n i l ~ w  eerpc(lition be coa t~~op ln t ed  i t  ~oigl i t  be worth wl~ile ro l11lt 
tlre \rill a t ~ d  tlle po\vc!r of Cliina to the tost 011 this point. I have not seen tlle 
docu~uents coil1iec:ted n'it.11 t.lre 3lac.nulay lIIi!qsion, but I liave understood that 
application wn.s first made to tlic Cliincse to ndniit 2% co~nmercial mission. a11ci 
that  coolu1crt:e \ v s  put f o r ~ ~ i r d  :IS tlre cliief ail11 the Govrrnluen t of Indin llad ill 
vie117 ill uislliug to est:iblisli intcrc:olrrse \\.it\\ Lassa. Tlie expedition failed, 3s 

is well lino\\.ri, o\ving to ol)[)rlsitioll i'roru tllc 'l'il~etans, who iu all 1iliclilir:otl urc:re 
acting 011 tlesi~ris of tlrcir o\rn 2nd l.\.it.l~out in:;tig:rtion from the Chiuese. Bad 
f:ritlr on tlre 1131% of C'llitia 11:~s uot, ill tllis i1ista.i1ce, I believe, beell susl~ectc:d, 
but I ~ o ~ v ~ v e r  t l ~ i s  nl:\y l je, t,lle IL'eliir~g C; ovor.llnlent ha1.e. since e n p  %et1 to tlo 
tllcir lwst tcr E:\cilitate trilde l~ct\~c!cn L ~ I S S ~  a n d  Intlia. If then it is desirecl to 
put  the bo1a4Jitles oi  tlie Cllines(, to  the test. ancl to utilise ~vbntercr  iniluel~ce 
they 111ny still (r~ot\\ . i t . l~stnl~ding n l1:lt I linve snitl above) be tliougl~t to possess, 
i t  seelr~s a ln~ost  obligatory n n  our j)n.rt, in approacliing the quescion aqain, to do 
so f1.otl1 a pul-elp col~.ici~ercial p o i ~ ~ t  of view. I t  is now beyond all dispute tllat 
thc Lassa aut11orit.ies \till not, oE their on.11 free will, admit US on ally ternls. 
'I'hey sl~spect our motives as t1lc.y have a1 wn)-s clone., :furl the osten:atio~ls p-e- 
j)nr:~t,ions matlc for tlic lirte missioll I l a ~ e  no ~ l o u l ~ t  i t~ lensi~ied t l~e i r  i'ea.rs. '1'0 
t-lie 'l'il)etnn mintl, a civil ollicinl O F  liigl~ rank, :L staR o.E surveyors, geologists, &C.: 
arid a 111ilit.n ry escort, I~ardlp cuus!,ilute a, ulission of enquiry into comniel.c i i i l  

afTait-S. l v c n  previous to t llcir present alsl-m, it is rrrost ili11~robol)le that  t l ~ e  
Lanlns n.oulcl have nclllli t.1 ed n rc:nl. comnjeroial e~l~issarp ,  in the porjon of a 60116 

J i t l p  nrorc.llant nl>~)oint,t.d for t l 1 ' 2  J ) L ~ L ' ~ O S B ;  pet this ~vould  linve I)ei\n the le:~st 
~ i g n i  fic::\:lt, or n.larruing f l  lrrn in ~ v l ~ i t : ! ~  the Gorc.rnrnellt of India c!oulcl hare g i ~ e r l  
e13e( t to tllcir ostc?nsible desire of obtaining a commercial report on the cout l t~ .~ , .  
13ut eve11 in this forlli a ~nission callriot Iioiv be proposed to the 1,assa Goverr1mc:nt 
direcr;, nit11 any cllallce of succcass ; a ncl I am a t  a loss to suggest an5 otller 
sc:l~en~e under which t.hcy could bc: appro;ic.!~ed, n-it11 the least hope of c ?cod. 
result. Indeed it would be almos,t impossi1)le to open direct negotint,ions 1~1t l1  

t -h<-n~ r~nder any conditions. If, then, t.lm Gibvernment of lndin still desire to 
persevere i l l  opening illtercourse with Lassa! i t  21)pe:trs to me  that  the or~lg  
plan tllat, oEers them a remote chance of gaining their object. is t o  make a new 
arrnngeti~ent mith the Peking Go\-enlruent. uncl(1r the clause of last jear's agrce- 
ruent which ol~ligcs China to facilitn te trade betweeu Illdin and Lassa. If I 
am perrnitt,ed to suggest, i t  might be esplnil~ed 1.0 the Ycliing Government 
t l ~ i ~ t  wc consicler the matter to be rlom in their hands. a n d  that  we recomi~~eri(i. 
t.l~c$m to se~ ld  a mission of tllctir own t.o Lusa to investigate tlie comr~ercini 
c:rpal)ilities of the place, and if  pos~ible to opetl communication with Intlia. 
It, r~li:,'llt then be pointed out that Chinese :lad. English ideas on  sucll snbje-9s 
as corn!lle.rce, dilfer so widely tllnt we coasidei. i t  of i~uportance to Irave a rep 'x t  
from a competent l<uropcan, and, o r  this lJU?l)oSe, they nligllt be reques1,ed 
to appoint, as a member of their mission, solxle gentlemen to 11e nominnted 
bp the  C+overnment of India and entrusted t o  tl~tbir care ancl protection. 'l'his 
getltleruan sllou\d, if possil)le, be a bon a' jide mcrcliau t-not an ofificial-aru! 
be sl~ould bc particr~larly ir~structed to act  his ],art consistcntly. I I e  shoultl 
make n.o attempt at survey operations 0.f an? liind, and  slloilld not erlql~ire illto 
matters concerning the  mines or i hc geology of the country, and 11e s l ~ o ~ l t l  
not be provided with any presents to be ~ i l - e n  t.o the Lassa sutl~orit,ies in i;bc 
name of his tiovernmcut. It is just poss11)le 1;lrat a Cl~ i~ lese  missiou conf aili'ng 
evvn one Iiuropean would be rejected bp tlie 3rJnmas, but it is also p~lssible that 
the  Chincbse Governmeut might see sonle ndis:ltnge in haviuo such a nleastire 

a. 
as the opc:ning of trade with India iu thcir on n l~anils, ancl might, ill that cnse, 
feel dispo.sed to take Inore enc:rgelic steps t,l:a~l if tliey mere nlt.1-ely asked fol. 
assistance ill pnssports, as ou for~nel. occasiol;s. 'l'llep bave, a!3 yet, slloiv11 no 
jealousy, o n  their-own part, and jutlging f rc;m their recent ac t i l~n in regard t~ 
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Europeans visiting Turkistan. 31anc.huriL, &C., it may be assumed that the old 
t~xclusiveness has been brokm t h r o u q  a t  the Tsungli Yamen. Still our 
Government would have to be prepared for the possibility of local opposition 
on the part of the Lassa dmbans, as i n  the case of 'I'urkistan; and these last 
-sill scarcely be found to lack councillors adverse too our interests in  the persons 
~ j f  ill-affected Kashmiri and Indian, and ~rerhaps also Nipali, subjects, numbers 
t ~ f  whom reside a t  Lassa. At a11 events i t  appears to me that if the public 
should press for a revival of the Tibet mission, the above would be the least 
13bjectionable and least costly plan of makinga new attempt. It ~ o u l d ,  iu any 
ca*e, be only an imperfect measure, and could scarce1,y result in any large amount 
af useful information being gathered ; but, if successfully carried t.hrouqh, with- 
out  obstruction from the Chinese, :mm8 advantage could scarcely fail to 
ue obtained, as a first step towards establishing intercourse, and a certain 
:tzrlouut .sf information would be gained. If it sholild he a question whether ;l 
small measure should be attempted or none a t  all, il, would seem that perhaps 
tha above plan might be worthy of consiieration, sod were i t  to be adopted, 
ss a first, step, the degree of success it might meet .with would form a basis on 
which t ( r  consider some further measure. 

10. Finally-in taking the liher1,y of troulrlinp the Foreign Office with 
my views unasked-I w o u l d n l y  beg r,hat it should be remarked that I am 
not advocating a new axpedition. I an1 only encleavouring to draw attention 
to a few points regarding Tibet which I believe have been overlooked, and to 
eupgent what I conceive to be the only feasille plan left for obtaining access 
to Lassa, in case the Government of India should wish to persevere in their 
efforts. The political value of Tibet loo India is a3 nearly as possible ~ i l  ; and 
what trade can be hoped for from a land of snowy mountains and barren 
-ve,lleys, sparsely inhabited by one of the poorest a ~ i d  most backward people in 
Asia, is scarcely apparent. Tibet may have attractions for the Russians as 
affording a road for their intriguers to the back door of Nipal, and they perhaps 
dimeam cif the day when they =ay be able to send a Vitlienitch or a Stolietoff 
to Katmandu. But as long s s  Lassz, remains closed to us, it mill also remain 
cloqecl t o  Russia, and her only linea of access to Nipal lie through Lassa 
terri tor~. 

N. ELIAS, 
Political Agent. 

5th dlorch 1887. 


	Av006j 021.tif
	Av006j 022.tif
	Av006j 023.tif
	Av006j 024.tif
	Av006j 025.tif
	Av006j 026.tif
	Av006j 027.tif
	Av006j 028.tif
	Av006j 029.tif
	Av006j 030.tif
	Av006j 031.tif
	Av006j 032.tif

